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Parliament is in session and has nof ad-
journed for a longer period than seven days,
it s necessary for the House to pass a reso-
lution declaring the vacancy and the cause
thercof before the President can issue his
warrant to the Clerk of the Writs authoris-
ing and direeting him to issue a writ to fill
the vacancy. In these circomstances I
move—

Thut the seat of the Hon. H. P. Cole-
hateh, a member for the East Province, be
declared vacant owing to his having ac-
cepled one of the six principal executire
offices of the Government.
lIon. H. CARSON (Central) [4.34]: 1

second the motion.
Question passed.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.
Hon. A, J. H. SAW (Honorary Minis-
fer) [4.35]: T move—

That the House at ils rising adjourn
until Tnesday, the 19h September,

Question passed.

ITouse adjourned at 4.36 p.m.

Teaisiative Hssembly,
Tuesday, I1st August, 1916.

PAOR.
Bill : Supply (No. 1) £1,208,000, returned ... 38
Change of Government, Ministerial re-electlnns .. 38
Adjournment, Specia) .. s . . a0

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers,

BILL—SUPPLY (No 1), £1,298,000.
Bill reiurned from the Council without
amnendment,

CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT—MINIS-
TERIAL RE-ELECTIONS.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Henorary Min-
ister—Perth) [4.32]: At the last sitting of
the Honse, as announced by the Hon. Frank
Wilson, that gentleman was commissioned
by His Excellency the Governor to form a
new Administration, and on the 22nd July
he submitted the names of the following
hon, members to His Excellency the Gov-
ernor, by whoin they were approved :—Hon.
Frank Wilson, C.M.G., M.L.A., Premier and
Colonial Treasurer; Hon. H. B. Lefroy,
CM.G., M.L.A., Minister for Lands and
Agriculinre; Hon. James Mitchell, M.L.A,,
Minister for Railways, Water Supply, and
Tndusitries; Hon. H. P. Colebateh, M.L.C,,
Colonial Seecretary and Minister for Eduea-
tion: Mr. W. J. George, M.L.A., Minister
for Works and Trading Concerns; Mr. R.
T. Robinson, M.L.A., Attorney General and
Minister for Mines; Yon. J. I Connolly,
M.L.A., Minister without portfolio; and the
Hon. A, J. H. Saw, M.L.C., Minister withouk
portfolio. You have, Mr. Speaker, I under-
stand, received a notificalion under the Elee-
toral Aet fromn the Atiorney General in-
forming yon of the accepiance of office on
the part of those gentlemen I have just
named.

Mr. SPEAKER [4.35]: I have received
the following letter from the Attorney Gen-
eral :—

1 beg, pursuant to Section G6 of “The
Electoral Aect, 1907, to notify you_ihat
the following appointments have been
made by His Excellency the Governor on
the 27th July instant to the principal
executive offices in the Government, and
the accepfance of such offices by the mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly named—

Premier and Colonial Treasurer, Hon.
Frank Wilson, CAM.G.; Minister for
Lands and Agriculture, Hon, H. B,

Lefroy, C.ALG.; Minister for Railways,
Water Supply, and Industries, Hon. Jas.
Mitebell; Minister for Works and Trad-
ing Concerns, Mr. W. J. George; and
Attorney General and Minister for Mines,
My, R. T. Robinson.

As the hon. members, whose names have

been read out, have aceepted offices of profit

under the Crown, it will therefore be neces-
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sary that their seats should be declared
vacant.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary Min-
ister—Perth} [4.37]: I move—

That, owing to the acceptance of offices
of profit under the Crown, the seats of the
members for Sussex, Northam, Murray-
WWellington, Moore, und Canning be de-
clared vacant.

Question passed.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary Min-

ister—Perth)—[4.38) : Becanse of the form-
ation of the nmew Minisiry, whiech has just
been mentioned, I now beg fo move—

That the House al ils rising adjourn
until 4.30 p.m. on Tuesday, the 19th Sep-
tember,

Mr. Seaddan: Why?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The reason for
the motion is quite obvious. It is necessary,
of course, for Ministers to go up for re-
election. That will take some time. It does
not require the whole of the seven weeks for
ihe re-election of Ministers. That is per-
fectly true.

Mr. Angwin:
previously.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I think there
is a precedent for at least that time.

Mr. Angwin: Not in this State

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: There are very
good reasons for extending the time to at
least seven weeks. Indeed I think the Pre-
mier was rather moderate in asking for so
short a period.

Mr. Bolton:
have done you.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I did not ex-
pect for a moment that there would be the
least argument from the Opposition benches
in regard to this motion, which should be
treated purely as & formal one.

Mr. Underwood : What do you want seven
weeks for?

Hon. J, D. CONNOLLY: Furthermore,
I did not expect any argument, because the
Premjer was courleous enough to write
to the leader of the Opposition in regard to
this matter, and he said to Mr. Seaddan on
the 31st July—

It has never heen done

Yes, seven months wounld

Witk further regard to our conversa-
tion hy' telephone on Saturday morning,
I have arranged with Mr. Connolly to
move on Tuesday next the adjournmeni
of the House iill the 19th September, and
thank you for your cencurrence.

I presume that is correct.

Mr. Scaddan: There is no need to worry
aboul that. You have not explained the -
necessity for adjourning to the 1%th Sep-
tewmber.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Is there any
necessity to explain, in ihe face of that
letter?

Mr. Holman: There will be necessity but
no ability.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: There is no
reason why the hon. member should be rude
about the matter.

Mr. Holman: We only want o know the
reason for the waste of so much time. We
had five weeks, and we had the Central pro-
vinee to eoniest.

Mr. Angwin: Mr. Rason had five weeks.

Mr. Carpenter: The House is entitled to
know the reason.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I am not deny-
ing the right of the MHouse, when I am
allowed 1o speak, to know the reason. 1
have pointed out that it takes some
time o arrange these eleetions. The Elee-
toral Act provides that there shall be at least
seven days between the issue of the writ
and receipt of nomination, and that this
period is not to exceed 30 days, and the same
time between nomination and polling day,
ib order that the time way be fixed by the
Clerk of Writs. The matter 1s, therefore,
not in our hands, but it is one for the dis-
crelion of the Chief Electoral Officer.

Mr. Scaddan: You could tell us that at
one time, hut not now,

Iion. J. D. CONNOLLY: In this parti-
cular case there is a member of the Ministry
wheo sits in the Upper House, and the period
asked for is the very minimum amount of
time that eould be given for his re-election.

Mr. Angwin: This has not always been
S0.
Hou. J. D. CONNOLLY: It is the very
minimum of time that should be given for
nominations and election in such a case.
The Act says it must take place within 30
days.
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Mr. Angwin: Has that not always been
sof . ’

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: In addition to
the time I have mentioned there would be
at least another seven days required for
the return of the writ after election. The
provinee in question is a very scattered one.

Mr. Holman: It is not so seaftered as the
Central provinee.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: And it would
take at least a week for the return of the
wril. Granted that this is so, it is not un-
reasonable that the Ministry should have at
least this time, more particularly on account
of. the Upper House election to which I have
referred and at leasl a fortnight in which
to look through their departments, to say
nothing of the time needed by the Premier
(IHon, Frank Wilson)—who has to lead the
House—to prepare matters to place before
the House for the session. That is the rea-
son why T have moved this motion.

Mr. Male (Kimberiey) {4.401: I second
the motion.

Mr. SCADDAN  (Brownhill-Tranhoe)
{4.41]: T am prepared to accept the word
of the Honorary Minister that this motion
should be treated as formal. Omn the other
hand, T want the Honorary Minister to re-
cognise the fact that the conditions at the
present time are by no means normal. We
are, therefore, entitled fo know the eirenm-
stances under which the Government are in
office with only 17 supporlers in a House
of 50 hon. members. We are also entitled to
know what is the shortest possible time that
is necessary for the purpose of the re-
election of Ministers, in order that the
House may again reassemble. Tt is true
that the Premier telephoned to me that he
found it was impossible o fix an earlier
date than September for the reassembling
of the House, and through the telephone I
accepled 9th September. At the same time
I menlioned to one or two hon. members, to
my ex-Minisfers—and T think they will
bear me oul—that the 9th September was a
Saturday and that T eould not understand
why that day was fixed for this purpose.
The result was that when this was eventually
pointed out by letter and intimation, I found
from the Premier's letter that the 19th
September had been fixed. I had not
the slightest objection to the 8th

Beptember, for that would be about the
usual time that should be oceupied in the
re-election of Ministers. I know of no pre-
cedent for the adjournment of the House
for such a long period as seven weeks. We
have previously had the case of the re-
¢lection of a Minisier in the Legislalive
Counneil in a provinee whieh is scattered,
and as diffieult a province as that repre-
sented by the Minister who has now been
appointed Colouial Secretary.

Mr. Holman: The Ceniral provinee is far
more seattered and difficult.

Mr. SCADDAN: And this re-election had
lo be earried ount in five weeks. T am making
my prolest entirely from the point of view
of the Legislative Assembly, I would like
to draw atiention to the state of parties,
and to peini ont that at the present time
there is no definite agreement between the
two parlies on the Ministerial side of the
House. The leader of the Country party
told the public through the Press that no
arrangement had been made, and that until
the vonferenee of his parfy could meet in
August he was taking the responsibility on
his own shoulders of entering into an alli-
ance wilh the head of (he Government for
the pnrpose of tiding over the period be-
tween now and when his eonference would
meet. T am saying something which must
be eorrect.

AMr. Heitmann: To which leader do you
refer?

Mr. SCADDAN: If this is not so, and
there has not been this alliance, I want to
know how il is that the present lcader of
the Government was able to give His Ex-
celleney the Covernor the assurance that he
could carry on. He could only have given
that assurvanee if he had had an understand-
ing witlr the leader of the Country party.
The Premier must have consulted the leader
of the Country party and obtnined that
assurance, otherwise he would not have been
able to go to the Governor and make a
truthful slatement on the matter. T have no
reason lo disbelieve the Premier, but the
result is that the leader of the Country
party bas told the head of the Government
one thing and the people another thing. T
want to know whieh is correct.

Member: He did not tell them anything.



[ Avucust, 1916.] 41

Mr. SCADDAN: He says that the ques-
tion of whether the Couniry party
would continue to support them or
not would be decided at the conference
in August. He says on the one hand that
he has not made any arrangement with the
present party in power, while, on the other
hand, he must have done so, otherwise the
present lead of the Government could never
have given the assurance he did give to the
Governor and so have obtained permission
to form a Government. Over and above
that the publie at this juncture are not satis-
fied with the present position in the eritical
time through which we are passing.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter): They have not been satisfied for a
very long time past.

Mr. SCADDAN: They are more dissatis-
fied now than ever before. In the circum-
stances, the duty devolves upon this side of
the House, and upon all other members of
the House, to see that only the minimum
time that is necessary for the proper elec-
tion of Ministers is granied to the Govern-
ment. I am prepared to agree to what may
be termed a compromise in the matter.

Mr. Smith: What about your delay in
calling the House together?

Mr. Bolton: Your turn will come directly
in the matter of ealling the House together.

Mr. SCADDAN: Personally, I think the
Government ought to meet the House as
early as practicable. We have never asked
for more than five weeks. Ever since we
have been in office we have met the House
earlier in the financial year than our pre-
decessors ever did. That is another point.
Over and above that, however, I am pre-
pared to agree on the following basis. It is
not very likely, unless possibly hon. mem-
bers on the Government cross-benches decide
otherwise, that the Minister who represents
the Government in another place will have
a contest. In those circumstances, we
might meet on the basis of the contests to
be held in Assembly electorates; and, if it
is found that the Minister in another place
has a contest, T am prepared to pledge this
side of the House to agree that the Assem-
bly shall meet merely formally for the pur-
pose of adjourning to a date which will
allow of an election being held in the East
provinee. In my opinion, that is a fair pro-

pose.

position; and T hope the Government will
agree to it. Surely it is not necessary that
the Assembly elections should occupy seven
weeks; and 1 claim it is essential that those
elections, in view of the present position,
should not take seven weeks. I wish to
afford the present Government the same
opportunity as the past Government had of
letting their Ministers be properly elected,
and I am willing that the present Govern-
ment should have five weeks for that pur-
If, later, it should be found that the
period of five weeks is not sufficient, owing
to opposition to the Minister in another
place, I give an undertaking that, so far as
this side is concerned, the Assembly will
meet merely formally, for the purpose of a
further adjournment,

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter): Do you say that you met the House
five weeks after forming your Government?

Mr. SCADDAN: Five weeks affer our
seats were declared vacant.

Hon, J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : That is not the point.

Mr. SCADDAN : I am taking parallel
cases. When Ministers from this side of the
House have had to go up for re-election, we
have met the House five weeks after the
date of the elections; and there is no reason
why the procedure should be varied at the
present juncture. The new (tovernment may
have a policy, or possibly they may not.
Possibly they require seven weeks for the
purpose of gathering together a ‘poliey.
There ecan be no reasonable objection to the
proposal which I have submitted. Speaking
on my own behalf, I would be glad to give
the new Government seven months; but I am
considering the public point of view—as 1
am entitled to do—when I say that the pub-
liec are anxious that the House shall meet as
soon as possible in order that the present
unsatisfactory position of affairs may be
cleared up as speedily as possible. There-
fore we ought to meet at the earliest possible
date, and to ask for seven weeks under ex-
isting conditions is, in my opinion, an ab-
surdity. Aeccordingly, I trust that the Hon-
orary Minister will agree to an adjournment
of five weeks, subject to the undertaking I
have given that, if necessary, this side of the
House will agree to a further adjournment
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if such should be necessitated by a conlest in
the East Provinee.

Mr. WILLMOTT (Nelson) [4.48]: In
my opinion, the adjournment asked for by
the Government, 1o the 19th September,
should be granted. The leader of the Op-
posifion expresses himself as willing, under
certain conditions, to meat and then form-
ally adjowmn. I ask the leader of the Op-
position, and appeal to him to consider,
whether it is fair to ask country members to
trave] 400 or 500 miles for the purpose of a
mere formal adjournment?

Mr. Seaddan: You are paid for your
publie dulies.

Mr. WILLMOTT: The point is, what
will be gained by calling this House together
for the mere purpose of a formal adjourn-
ment?

dir. Walker: There will be a formal ad-
journment only in case of ils heing necessi-
tated by a Council election.

Mr, WILLMOTT: In my opinion, guite
unnecessary objeetion has been raised to the
motion; and I hope members opposite will
agree to adjourn till the 19th September and
then get on with the business.

Mr. Bolton: But what is the reason?

Mr. WILLMOTT: If, as the Opposition
hope, the elections go wrong for the Govern-
ment, well and good. We can meet on the
18th, and then go right alead with business.
On the other hand, an adjournment to an
varlier date for the mere purpose of a formal
meefing will mean that the country members
will be dragged from their homes to Perth
for nothing.

Mr. ANGWIN (North-East Fremantle)
[4.50]: T was surprised to hear the Hon-
orary Minister ask for an adjournment until
the 19th September. In 1904 five weeks
sufficed the Daglish Government to elect
their Alinisters, and to place iheir poliey be-
fore the country, The Daglish Government,
moreover, had a Minister elected for the
Legislative Couneil; and that Minister’s elec-
lion was held in a province far more diffieult
than that for which sits the Minister repre-

senling the new Goverament in another
place.

Mr. Willmott: 1t was an even go last
time.

Mr, ANGWIN: That is a different mat-
ter. In 1905 Sir Cornthwaite (then Mr.)

Rason, bhad only five weeks, and asked for
only five weeks.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Bblinis-
ter}: But that was very much later in the
year.

Mr. ANGWIN: That makes no differ-
ence. I am highly surprised that the present
Government should ask for seven weeks
whereas five have sulficed in the past. The
member for Nelson (Mr. Willmott) points
out that members do nol wish Lo ecome here
when it 1s not necessary. But I want to tell
the member for Nelson that for those who
took oflice in the past, five weeks was sulfi-
cient.

Mr. Willmott:
wen.

Mr. ANGWIN: The extra smart men of
to-day want seven weeks. Why? The Hon-
orary Minister has not told us why. I say
the reason is that the present Government
know one of their Ministers is doomed to
defeat. Thal is why they want seven weeks.
They bave arrived at the conclusion that
they wish to remain in office as long as they
possibly can, and possibly a little longer
than the people wish them to remain there.

Mr. Thomson: You should not say that,

Mr. ANGWIN: Private people say it.
Those who observed the people attending
His Majesty’s Theaire last night can form
a very good opinion. However, in {imes
past, under equally difficult conditions, a
five-weeks adjournment was considered suffi-
cient. That being so, I maintain that five
weeks will suffice to-day. If we on this side
desired it, we could have demanded a five-
weeks adjournment.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter): Demanded it where?

Mr. ANGWIN: Here in this House. We
have the voting strength, as the House is
situated to-day. However, we thought that
even a little eonsideration would be shown
by hon. members opposite. Beyond the pos-
silnlity of an election for the East Province,
the Government have advaneed no reason
whatever for the lengthy adjournment they
ask. T believe there is going fo be an elec-
tion in the East Province, but not in relation
to the Colonial Seeretaryship. The positien
there will be found difficult when the fwo
parties at present allied fight one another in
the one provinece. It is possible even that

But they were extra smart
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we on this side wight obtain the Country
party’s support against the new Colenial
Secretary if we were to put up a candidate
against him.

Mr. Foley:
support?

Mr. ANGWIN: T do nol see how the
Country party could very well vote for Mr.
MeCabe and Mr. Colebaich at the same time.
T regret that the Honorary M inister has been
compelled to admit, as he has admiited here
to-day, the inability of his colleagues to hold
an ¢leetion and meet Parliament under simi-
lar conditions and within a similar period as
other Governments have done in the past, 1
should have thought the present Government
would be able to do as well as jiast Govern-
wenis have done; but the Honorary Minister
has admitted fheir inability to do so.

Mr. HEITMANN (Geraldton) [456]: I
wish to ask the Honorary Minister whether
it is the desire of the Government (o obtain
time in order to perfect the rolls? If ihat
is their objeet, [ for my part am prepared
to allow them reasonable time, 1 regret
that when 1 first stood for Geraldton the
rolls, owing to extraordinary mistakes on
the part of the then Government, were in
a very bad state. In my opinion, it is not
in the interests of any party, nor in the in-
icrests of the country, to hold an election
unless the rolls are in something like decent
order.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter}: Are you referring to these Ministerial
elections?

Mr. HEITMANN: [ am referring to the
election I myself contested, and am giving
an instance of where the publie were not
properly treated owing to insufficient tume
being allowed for the purpose of putting
the rolls in order.

Mr. Angwin: In this instance time is not
wanted, according to ihe FElectoral Act.
Your ease was governed by Act of Parlia-
menf.

Mr. Scaddan: That does not apply,
either. The writs must be issued forthwith.

Mr. HEITMAXNN: In that ease I fail to
see why the Government should desire
seven weeks. Had that period been sug-
gesterl in order to permil of the rolls being
put in order, I could have understood such
a demand.

But could we rely on such

Mr. WALKER (Kanowna) [4.358]: I
move an amendment—

That “i0h" be siruck out, and “5th”

iseried in lien. _

My amendment suggesls five weeks. 1 do
not see why further time is necessary for
the new Ministers than has been taken in
all  preeeding cases. The circumslances,
particularly now, warrant the lfouse in
meeting as early as pussible. 1 know it has
been contended that this side of the House
should not be the one to ask that the Assem-
Iy should ineet earlier, the inference being
that Lhe late Governmenl delayed weeting
Parliament. In point of facl, as the ex-
Premier has pointed oui, during the whole
of our period of office, we have met Parlia-
ment at an earlier daie after the close of
ite Anancial year than did any other Gov-
ernmenlt who have held oflice in  Western
Australin. We kept up the habit even in
this last instance. Bui, if that argnment
against us be good, what can be sajd about
the procrastinalion of the present Govern-
ment, about their demand for a further ex-
tension of time, for an unnecessary exten-
sion?

Hon. J. D. Connolly {Honorary Minis-
ter): Do not talk about proerastination in
meeting the House.

Mr. WALKER: I say there has been no
procrastination as regards meeiing the
House in the case of the Government just
gone out of office.

Hon. J. D. Connolly {Honorary Minis-
ter}: T disagree with you.

Mr. WALKER: We met Parliament
sooner than did any Government preceding
us—sooner aflter the close of the finanecial
year—in every ecase, without a single ex-
ception. Therefore, T can talk about the
procrastination of the present Government.
The Honorary Minister's interjection, how-
ever, shows that he puts the fact of our
having mel Parliament early, down {o us as
a charge, as an offence. WWhat, then, must
be put down to the Ilonorary Minjster's
own accouni when he asks for further un-
necessary time, for proerastination? If
there he any virtue in the hon. member’s in-
terjeclion, why does he not make amends?
Why does not the new Guvernment rectify
any possible errvor on the part of their pre-
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decessors, assnuming there has been an error?
But, no. They waunt fully two weeks be-
yond the time that is necessary for the re-
turn of members whose seats have just now
been deelared vacant, Let them show an
example; let them make haste 1o eet the
House and get to business, for this interreg-
oum already has taken up time in connee-
tion with the appointment of Ministers, and
it has delayed Grovernment business. If hon.
members opposite were alive to the work
which has to be done, they should not hesi-
tate to meet the House at the earliest pos-
sible moment. The leader of the Country
party objecls te being dragged down here.
'Theve is no intention to drag him dewn
here. The whole business can be done in
five weeks.

Mr. Foley: We are trying to Litt him up
and he will not be lifted up,

Mr. WALKER: [t is impossible to lift
hin up; he is too slippery.

Mr. Willmott: 1Is the hon. member in
order in referring to me as slippery?

Mr. SPEAKER: I vegret 1 was other-
wise engaged and did not hear the remark,
hut if the hon. member applied the term

offensively T am sure he will withdraw it

Mr. WALKER: 1 only used the word
“slippery” fo emphasise the fact that we
were not sure of it. No one can take ex-
ceplion to the liberal proposition made by
the member for Brownhill-Ivanhoe (Mr.
Seaddan) that the interval shall be one of
five weeks, and that if exceptional eircam-
slances arise, making it Imperative in the
interests of fair play that there should be
an exlension beyond all previous precedents,
e will consent to the House meeling form-
ally and further adjourning. (Goodness
iknows the House can meet formally and
furilier adjourn without dragging the leader
of the Country party down from his fort-
resses away back in the Never-Never. Even
if it were necessary fo bring the hon. mem-
ber down, would he begrudge coming down
for (he purpose of furthering the interests
ol the eountry or the party to which he has
attached himself?

Mr. Willmott : Certainly not.

My, WALKER: Then, where is the ob-
jeetion? The time asked .for is not needed;
there is no precedent for it. If an accident
shonld oceur to make it necessary then we

can meet the occasion by a formal gather-
ing of members. That, however, will not he
necessary, and therefore 1 have moved my
amendment, that e new (Grovernment shall
stick to all (he rules previously laid down
by custom, and that five weeks shall he the
time allowed to them for the purpose of
returning Ministers to ihe House. We do
not desire to keep the House from the judg-
ment of its masters one day longer than is
necessm‘y.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt Margaret) [55]: I
desirve to seceond the amendment. T consider
that the titee asked for by the Honorary
Minister is too long. 1 lhave been in this
House for many years and have seen all the
changes of Governmenl which have oecurred
under similar etveumstanees, and this 1s the
longest term by weeks that T have heard
asked for to enable Ministers to conduet
their elections. Going haek to 1901, when
the first change under similar cireumstances
oceurred, we find that when the Leake Gov-
ernment was defeated, Mr. Morgans took
over and he obfained a four weeks’ adjourn-
ment.

Hon, J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter}: But you do not say for a moment thal
Ibe conditions were similar

Alr. TAYLOR: The eonditions were even
worse then, and larger areas had to be
appealed to. The (ime granted to Mr. Mor-
gans was from 21st November lo 17th Dee-
ember, four weeks or thereabouts. When
Mr. Morgans’ Governmenl went out and Mr.
Leake’s Governmenl was returned the period
cranted Ministers for their re-election was
from lhe 24th December to the I14th Janu-
ary, and Mr. Leake had to go through ex-
aclly the same process as the present Gov-
ernment have to go thromgh. Mr. Leake
completed his work in three weeks. The
next Government that came along was that
of Mr. Daglish, of which I had the honour
to be o member. Five weeks were granted
to us. Now we have a similar position
eropping up and my friends opposite are
asking for seven weeks, more than double
the time that it took Mr. Leake, and con-
sitterably more than ihke time that Mr, Mor-
gans asked for, and two weeks longer than
any other Government have required under
similar eonditions. Tt is only fair that this
House should meet in five weeks for the
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iransaction of business. ‘he hon. gentlemen
who now occupy the Treasury benches and
those who support them, have been languish-
mg for the last eighl or nine months to
appeal to the people. Not only on publie
plaiforms have they deciared it, but by cor-
respondence in the Press they pointed oul
that the Scaddan (overnment did not re-
present the people, and it was time that the
people said who should be their maslers.
Now my friends opposile are not willing
that the people to whom they then took off
their hats should now be their masters. 1
think five weeks is long enough a period to
ask for. If the seven weeks is granted we
shall be establishing n precedent, which T
am sure no other Government should be
allowed to follow, Arve there any exfra-
ordinary conditions to be dealt with?

Mr. Hudson: If there are they ought to
he disclosed.

Mr. TAYLOR : If there are, we onghi to
be told of them, and then we might perhaps
grant the seven weeks. 1 am not prepared
to agree to the establishment of such a pre-
cedent. Next time T have no doubt we shall
be asked to grant a period of nine weeks.
A fufure Government will have just as much
righl to ask for nine weeks as my friends
now have to ask for seven. I hope the
House will grant five weeks and no longer.

Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY (Honovary Min-
isler—Perth—in reply) [512]: 1 am much
surprised that the motion should have been
treated other than as a purely formal one.
T do not think it comes with good grace from
the Opposition benches to oppose a motion
of this kind, particularly as they have just
vacated office and remembering that they re-
fused to meet Parliament, not for seven
,weeks, but for eight months, during which
time they were in a decided minority.

3Mr. Huodson: You have been reading the
Sunday Times.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary Min-
ister) : I repeat that the opposition comes
from the leader of the Opposition with very
bad grace. The hon. gentleman was leader
of a Government who for at least two months
were without a majority and for six months
were absolutely in a minoerity.

My, Underwood: That is not correct.

Mr. Scaddan: How many have vou got
supporting you?

Hon. J. . CONNOLLY (Honorary Min-
ister) : The last division list showed that we
had a majority of four. The motion I have
moved has been supported by the leader of
the Country party, and that ought to be
sufficient for memhers opposite. T want to
make the position clear to (he House and
more partieularly to the country, that on the
first opportunity the Government are met
by-

Mr. Walker: Common sense.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary Min.
ister) : Not by common sense, but by exira-
ordinary and unfair methods.

Mr. Hudson: WNever mind about extra-
ordinary methods; tell us why you require
seven weeks.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary Min-
ister) : The seven weeks are necessary.

Mr. Angwin: Tell us why.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary Min-
ister): Can I give hon. members a better
reply than to say that it took the Scaddan
Government eight months to make np their
minds to meet Parliament?

Mr. Walker: Then set us a better ex-
ample.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary Min-
ister) : And now they refuse to grant us a
fair and reasonable request.

Mr. Seaddan: Tell us Lhe reason why you
require seven weeks.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY {Honorary Min-
ister) :  The interjection of the leader of the
Opposition is too childish. The hon. mem-
ber who has been leader of a Government
knows well that the request we have made is
not an unreasonable one, laking inte con-
sideration the condition of affairs as we have
found them after the administration for five
and a half vears of the late Government.

Mr. Bolton: You do not know what you
are talking about when von say five and a
half years.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary Min-
ister) : I should have said four and a-half
vears. The House must elearly andersiand
that if the amendment is earried it will
simply mean that we ghall return here on the
5th September, a fortnight earlier, and we
shall have to bring in all the countiry mem-
bers and those whao live out of town to meel
for about five minutes; it could only he for
five minutes.
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Myr. Scaddan: Wait and see; we will give
vou the sudden death then.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary Min-
ister): It is idle for the leader of the Op-
position to nse a childish argument.

Mr. Bolton: Wait and see; you will get
il all right.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Henorary Min-
ister): Tt is childish, becanse we have the
numhers. We have the motion supported hy
the leader of the Country party. Therefore
it should go without saying that if the Pre-
mier has to come to the Flouse on the 5th he
will then move the adjournment for another
fortnight, because he has made up his mind
that he wants that time. Consequently it
will be bringing country members back un-
neeessarily.

Mr. Bolton:
vote on the 5th.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary Min-
ister): DPerhaps the leader of the Opposi-
tion would like even a longer time. There
will be one, and probably two, elections in
the electorate which he now represents, and
perhaps he would like a longer time so that
after he shall have heen rejected in the
Canning electorate he might have oppor-
tunity to get back to his own safe pocket
horough.

Mr. Scaddan: 1 was game to face my
own electorate, but vou were not game to
face yours.

Hon. I. . CONNOLLY (Honorary Min-
ister): It has heen said that we should
meet and get on with legislalion. But every
hon. member knows that this is a time, not
#0 much for legislalion as for admimistration.
The hiatus would he justified, if for no other
reason than hecause it will afford oppor-
tunity to look into the department recently
vacatad by the member for Ianowna (Mr.
Walker) or that part of it coming within
the snb-department referrerd to by the mem-
her for Geraldion (Mr. lleitmann}. namely,

You might get beaten on the

the Electoral Department. The member for
Mt. Margaret (Mr. Taylor) has said that
there has just been seven or eight months of
administration  without the Government
meeting Parliament. That is what I com-
plain of —administration by a Government
in a minority. I irust to the pood sense of
thec House in the hope that the amendment
will not be carried, for it would only result
in puliing members to the inconvenience of
coming here for five minutes on the 5th
Seplember. 1 hope the Opposifion will be
fair to the Government and give them a little
lime in which to prepare to meet the House.

Amendment (that “19th” be struck out)
put, and a division taken with the following
vesult :—

Ayes e . . v
Noes ... .. .. .. 19
Majority against .. .2
AYES.
Mr, Angwin r. Mullany
Mr. Carpenter Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Chesson Mr. Scaddab
Mr. Foley Mr. Taylor
Mr, Qreen Mr. Underwood
Mr. Heitmann Mr. Walker
Mr. Holman Mr. A. A. Wiison
Mr. Hudson Mr. Belton
Mr. W. D. Johnson {Teler.)
Nors.
Mr. Allen Mr. Nairn
Mr. Buicher Mr. FPlessa
Mr. Connolly Mr. Smith
Mr. Cunniogham Mr. 8. Stubbs
Mr. Gardiner Mr., Thomson
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Veryard
Mr. Hardwlck Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Harrison Mr. Willmolt
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Male
Mr. E. B. Johnston (Tetler.)

Paim.
AveE—DMr. B, J, Stubbs i No—Mr. Gilehrist
Amendment thus negatived.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 5.24 p.m.




